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SUB J : UNGA SPECIAL SESSION: ART 19 PROBLEM 

REF: (A) USUN 814: (B) ASUNCION 0949 

1. SUMMARY: OF TEN MEMBERS REPORTED REFTEL IN 
AREARS IN PAYMENT OF THEIR REGULAR UN BUDGET CONTRIBU- 
TION, AND THEREFORE SUBJECT TO LOSS OF VOTE IN UPCOMING 
SPECIAL SESSION, MISSION HAS CONTACTED UN MISSIONS OF 
BOLIVIA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, HAITI, NICARAGUA, AND 
URUGUAY TO URGE PAYMENT. WE DO NOT RECOMMEND FURTHER 
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APPROACHES IN CAPITALS EXCEPT LA PAZ, WHERE BOLIVIAN 
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CHARGE HAS TOLD US HE WOULD WELCOME U.S. EMBASSY SUPPORT 
WITH FONMIN. USUN HS BEEN APPROACHED BY U.N. LEGAL 
COUNSEL SUY FOR INFORMATION ON HOW WE PLAN TO APPROACH 
ISSUE AT SPECIAL SESSION. REQUEST DEPARTMENT VIEWS. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. MISSION REPORTED REFTEL (A) THAT TEN MEMBERS IN 
ARREARS IN PAYMENT THEIR UN REGULAR BUDGET CONTIRBUTION 
AND THEREFORE SUBJECT TO LOSS OF VOTE IN UPCOMING SPECIAL 
SESSION. UN SECT HAS HAD REPEATED CONTACTS IN NEW YORK 
WITH MISSIONS OF BOLIVIA. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, HAITI. 

NICARAGUA, AND URUGUAY, RESULTING IN ASSURANCES THAT THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS SEIZED WITH PROBLEM. AS OF MARCH 28, SECT 
REPORTS THAT MALI AND SYRIA HAVE MADE SUFFICIENT PAYMENTS 
TO REMOVE THEM FROM ART 19 SANCTION PROVISION, AND NICAR- 
AGUA HAS MADE PARTIAL PAYMENT. UNLESS AMOUNTS OWED BY 
REMAINING EIGHT DELIQUENTS ARE PAID IN FULL, SYG WILL 
INFORM PRES OF SPECIAL SESSION BY LETTER (CIRCULATED AS 
ASSEMBLY DOCUMENT) AT OPENING THAT MEMBERS IN ARREARS WILL 
NOT BE PERMITTED TO VOTE. 

3. TWO MEMBERS IN ARREARS-NICARAGUA AND URUGUAY- ARE 
MEMBERS OF UNGA CREDENTIALS COMITE, WHERE WE MIGHT NEED THEIR 
VOTES IF ANY DEL CHALLENGES CREDENTIALS OF ANY OTHER DEL 

(E.G., KHMER REPUBLIC). 

4. ANOTHER CONSIDERATION IS THAT NICARAGUA MIGHT SEEK 
EXCULPATION DUE TO DOMESTIC DIFFICULTIES (EARTHQUAKE 
AFTERMATH) THAT PROHIBIT MAKING PAYMENT. WHILE APPLICATION 
OF ART 19 IS AUTOMATIC, EXCULPATION REQUIRES POSITIVE ACTION 
BY UNGA AFTER RECEIVING REPORT FROM COMITE ON CONTRIBUTIONS. 

IF NICARAGUA SEEKS EXCULPATION, OTHERS MIGHT ATTEMPT TO 
FOLLOW SUIT, AND RESULT IN ANY CASE UNCERTAIN. 

5. USUN HAS CONTACTED UN MISSIONS OF BOLIVIA, DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC, HAITI, NICARAGUA, AND URUGUAY, AND WE DO NOT 
RECOMMEND APPROACHES IN CAPITALS OF ANY OF FOREGOING AT 
THIS TIME EXCEPT LAPAZ. BOLIVIAN CHARGE TOLD MISOFF HE 

WOULD VERY MUCH WELCOME EMBASSY APPROACH TO FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SINCE, ALTHOUGH HE HAS BEEN IN FREQUENT TOUCH WITH MINISTRY, 
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HE UNABLE TO IMPRESS UPON THEM SERIOUSNESS OF SITUATION; I.E., 

THAT BOLIVIA MIGHT LOSE ITS VOTE AT SPECIAL SESSION. 

COMMENT: IF ANY MEMBERS IN ARREARS AT OPENING OF SPECIAL 
SESSION, WE MUST FACE QUESTION OF APPLICATION OF ART 19 AS 
WELL AS POSSIBLE REQUEST FOR EXCULPATION WHICH IN THE PAST 
WE HAVE OPPOSED. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT VIEWS SOONEST SINCE 
WE HAVE BEEN APPROACHED BY UN LEGAL COUNSEL SUY ABOUT HOW 
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WE PLAN TO DEAL WITH QUESTION. 
BENNETT 
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